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Experts from CEMIRT, Travis AFB, Calif., install a CEMIRT Emergency Power System, or CEPS, 
at Vandenberg AFB, Calif. (U.S. Air Force photo)
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In today’s operational environments, electrical power is a 
mandatory requirement. During disaster relief and humani-
tarian efforts, connectivity to the primary utility grid 
may be severed, requiring the use of emergency power 
systems. In fact, establishing temporary power can be a top 
priority for first responders. Temporary power may also 
be necessary when an existing utility service connection 
or existing back-up 
generator is being 
serviced. Temporary 
connection of a 
back-up generator 
permits continued 
mission operations 
without any signifi-
cant interruption.

One mission of 
HQ AFCESA’s Field 
Support Division, 
Civil Engineering 
Maintenance, 
Inspection, and 
Repair Team 
(CEMIRT), is to 
maintain an extensive 
inventory of gen-
erators, or CEMIRT 
Emergency Power 
Systems (CEPS). For 
specific temporary 
prime and back-up power requirements, CEMIRT main-
tains an inventory of over 13MW of electrical generators. 
This includes 20 generators ranging from 150kW through 
1.5MW. Both high-voltage (4,160V) and low-voltage (480V) 
generators are available to support primary distribution 
points (substations) and secondary distribution systems 
(building service entrances), respectively.

There have been some high profile projects where CEMIRT 
provided generators to support humanitarian and mis-
sion critical power requirements. After Hurricane Katrina 
hit in 2005, resulting in $81B in total damages, CEMIRT 
responded with personnel and assets to provide over 

3.5MW of generators to quickly restore power to critical 
facilities at Kessler AFB, Miss. , and the Louis Armstrong 
New Orleans International Airport. More recently, CEMIRT 
CEPS supported a failed substation at Vandenberg AFB, 
Calif., and although they were not required, CEMIRT assets 
were poised for deployment to Haiti to support relief 
efforts.

The request for loan of CEPS is handled through CEMIRT’s 
primary location at Tyndall AFB, Fla., or CEMIRT’s 
Operating Location Alpha, Travis AFB, Calif. A site assess-
ment may be performed to review access, generator 
placement, and connection points to the facility or electri-
cal substation. CEMIRT will also draft a memorandum of 
agreement addressing roles and responsibilities, points of 
contact, technical support, maintenance requirements and 
potential reimbursement costs once the unit is returned 
to CEMIRT. The customer also agrees to pay for shipping, 
miscellaneous materials, and TDY costs for installation 
personnel.

Additional informa-
tion on CEPS type 
and availability 
can be reviewed 
on AFCESA’s Field 
Support Division’s 
Community of 
Practice (https://
www.my.af.mil/
afknprod/commu-
nity/views/home.
aspx?Filter=OO-
MS-CE-11). Requests 
should be coordi-
nated, either through 
the requester’s chief 
of ops, unit com-
mander, or MAJCOM 
representative.

CEMIRT continues 
to provide unique 
services and equip-

ment which are both cost-effective and timely to meet 
known and unplanned requirements. ”We continue to 
evaluate our CEPS fleet to ensure assets are mission ready 
at a moment’s notice,” said Mr. Robert Gingell, Chief of 
AFCESA’s Field Support Division. “We also strive to get the 
word out to the Air Force CE community to ensure they are 
aware of this capability at their disposal.”

Need backup power? Just give us a call.

Mr. Consentino is the Regional Manager of CEMIRT at Travis 
AFB, Calif. 

Former Air Force Civil 
Engineer Honored by NAE
Maj Gen Joseph A. “Bud” Ahearn, USAF (ret), has been elected to the 
National Academy of Engineering, as announced by the Academy in February 
2010. The Academy’s total U.S. membership is 2,267 and election to the 
organization is among the highest professional distinctions accorded an 
engineer. Academy membership honors those who have made outstanding 
contributions to engineering research, practice, or education.

Maj Gen Ahearn’s Air Force Civil Engineering career spanned over 30 years, 
culminating in his appointment as The Civil Engineer in March 1989.  In 
1992, Maj Gen Ahearn retired from the Air Force and joined CH2M Hill 
Ltd., where he most recently served as Senior Vice President and executive 
sponsor for the U.S. Forces Korea $11 billion relocation program. Although 
officially retired from CH2M Hill since January 2009, he continues to serve as 
a consultant for the company, primarily in talent management and leadership 
development.

“I could not be more grateful and humbled. The election comes as I stand on the shoulders of two remarkably strong 
professional groups: the Air Force Civil Engineering team and the firm of CH2M Hill,” said Maj Gen Ahearn. “I have 
been blessed with exceptional leaders and colleagues over the years. Let me honor their ingenuity, high aspirations, and 
exceptional service in carrying out the duties of the National Academy of Engineers.”

Maj Gen Joseph A. “Bud” Ahearn,
USAF (Ret)

Col Theresa Carter was promoted to brigadier general on May 7, 2010. 
Brig Gen Carter is the Director of Installations and Mission Support, 
Headquarters Air Mobility Command, Scott AFB, Ill. Brig Gen Carter’s 
promotion is made more significant by the fact that she is the Air Force’s first 
female civil engineer general officer.

In May 2010, Mr. Timothy Bridges became the Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of the Air Force for Energy, Environment, Safety, and Occupational Health, 
the Pentagon, Washington, D.C. Mr. Bridges was formerly the Director of 
Communications, Installations, and Mission Support, Headquarters Air Force 
Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio.
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